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September 4 - Labor Day 
September 5 - First Day of School for    
 Students 
September 8 - Veteran Recognition   
 Event at NexTier Stadium - Home   
 Football Game vs. Pine Richland,   
 7:30 p.m.
September 11 - School Board Meeting   
 (Work Session), IHS Aud., 7 p.m.
September 15 - Hall of Fame Night   
 at NexTier Stadium - Home Football   
 Game vs. Butler, 7:30 p.m.
September 18 - School Board Meeting   
 (Regular Session), IHS Aud., 7 p.m.  
For more dates, visit www.svsd.net/WebCalendar.

September 5, 2017 
www.svsd.net/SVBacktoSchool

This summer, visitors to www.svsd.net may have 
noticed things looked a little bit different. The District 
carried out a major redesign and launched the new 
website this past July. 

The updated site is designed to better meet the needs 
of our students, parents and community members, 
and make important information easier to find. 

The image-centric site includes a mobile friendly  
responsive design for users on smartphones, tablets 
and other devices. The homepage now includes an 

“I Want To” tab that helps locate the most searched 
items such as enrollment and registration,  
employment opportunities and the athletic calendar.  
The website is also in compliance with the American 
Disabilities Act 504 and 508. 

It is still a work in progress, so we appreciate your 
patience during this time. If you haven’t had the chance 
to view it, we invite you to take a few minutes to stop in 
and surf.

SV launches new website

https://www.svsd.net/WebCalendar
http://www.svsd.net/SVBacktoSchool
http://www.svsd.net


Seneca Valley’s updated app is more  
personalized, more customized and  
has greater mobile content!

SV Calendar
Stay informed with access 
to one or more calendars 
all in one place. Add 
personal calendar notes.

SV Portal
Once you log in, you’ll stay  
logged into your account.  
Now you’re just a tap away  
from viewing grades,  
homework, school  
information and more.

SV Customization
Click on the settings  
wheel to customize the 
app on your device.

www.svsd.net

Download
the new &
improved

AT&T

SVmobile app

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.svsd.svapp
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/seneca-valley-school-district/id1197437799?mt=8
https://www.svsd.net/


The Seneca Valley Welcome Back All-Staff Meeting took place on Aug. 30, and it was out of this world!

The keynote speaker, retired NASA Astronaut Nicole Stott, shared with staff much of what she learned during her two spaceflights and 104 days living and 
working in space on both the Space Shuttle and the International Space Station. She encouraged those in the audience to be more curious and exploratory 
in their lives and in how they teach, and she did so through some of the most incredible photos of her three Space Shuttle missions, two International Space 
Station Expeditions, and one spacewalk. Now a full-time artist, she shares the awesome beauty she was fortunate to experience through the windows of her 
spacecraft. Combining her artwork and spaceflight experience, she is also actively working to inspire student, educator, and society’s interest in science, 
technology, engineering, art and mathematics that comes wonderfully through the integration of art and science.

During the event, stellar staff  members with 25+ years of service were recognized and, additionally, a video that featured our students about what their  
teachers should know about them was shown. To view the video, click here.

We extend our sincere thanks to Ms. Stott for sharing her story. We’d also like to thank Bill Paterson and Dan McKosky for their help with two of the videos 
shown during the event. Finally, thanks to the Butler County Tourism Bureau for handling Ms. Stott’s overnight stay, and to Victory Family Church for  
lending us their tech crew, venue and breakfast (all free of charge!).

“Hearing Nicole’s thoughts on seeing our earth from different perspectives was remarkable and inspiring. I’m sure she has a busy schedule, and I think  
valuing science and our planet is more important than ever,” said  Dan McKosky, video production teacher at Seneca Valley Senior High School. 
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https://youtu.be/jgdnbCZB67E
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SV welcomes new teachers
Seneca Valley hosted New Teacher Induction on Aug. 24. We welcome our new teachers to the Seneca Valley Family!

Nicholas Bajis, Evans City Elementary School
Rebecca Beers, Seneca Valley Senior High School
Chelsea Benson, Seneca Valley Middle School
Jessica Bickert, Haine Elementary School
Melissa Borgoyn, Haine Elementary School
Courtney Braden, Haine Middle School/Connoquenessing Valley Elementary 
School
Audrey Buban, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School
Mary Bushee, Haine Elementary School
Emily Christ, Seneca Valley Senior High School
Joe Cieslo, Seneca Valley Senior High School
Daniel Dickey, Seneca Valley Senior High School
Laura Domena, Seneca Valley Intermediate High School
Laurie Ganey, Central Office
Staci Hughes, Seneca Valley Middle School

Nicole Joyce, Rowan Elementary School
Christina Karmecy, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School
Jacqueline Lewis, Rowan Elementary School
Rachel McGourty, Seneca Valley Senior High School
Lauren Miloser, Haine Elementary School
Brieana Nassan, Seneca Valley Senior High School
Corrin Newton, Rowan Elementary School
Danielle Reynolds, Evans City Middle School
Tiffany Smietana, Seneca Valley Senior High School
Courtney Strieby, Seneca Valley Middle School
Emily Thorton, Evan City Elementary
Kristi Vandergrift, Rowan Elementary School
Rebecca Whitney, Evans City Elementary
Melissa Womer, Evans City Elementary

Who’s who
Several openings were made when fellow administrators transitioned to other positions within and outside of the District. We are also welcoming a few 
individuals to the building teams in their acting positions. Here is a breakdown of who’s who at Seneca Valley: 

Connoquenessing Valley Elementary
Principal: Mrs. DeeAnn Graham
Assistant Principal: Ms. Tina Francis

Evans City Elementary
Principal: Ms. Lauri Pendred
Assistant Principal: Ms. Cassandra Pencek

Haine Elementary
Principal: Ms. Kristen White
Assistant Principal: TBD

Rowan Elementary
Principal: Ms. Nannette Farmar
Assistant Principal: Ms. Cassandra Pencek

Evans City Middle School
Principal: Ms. Mandy Toy
Assistant Principal: Ms. Megan Lizewski

Haine Middle School
Principal: Ms. Cassandra Doggrell
Assistant Principal: Ms. Megan Lizewski

Seneca Valley Middle School
Principal: Mr. Robert Ceh
Assistant Principal: Mr. Robert Raso
Dean of Students: Mr. Larry Wendereusz

Seneca Valley Intermediate High School
Principal: Dr. Matthew Delp
Assistant Principal: Ms. Erin Mazer
Acting Assistant Principal: Mr. Kyle Leggett
Dean of Students: Ms. Maria Brooks

Seneca Valley Senior High School
Principal: Mr. Mark Korcinsky
Assistant Principal: Mr. Joseph Villani
Acting Assistant Principal: Ms. Katherine Langley
Dean of Students: Mr. Ronald Butschle
Athletic Director: Ms. Heather Lewis
Assistant Director of Athletics & Activities: Mr. Daniel Follett

Seneca Valley Academy of Choice
Principal for SV Academy of Choice: Ms. Denise Manganello
Assistant Principal for SV Academy of Choice: Mr. Anthony Babusci

Seneca Valley Administration Center
Superintendent: Dr. Tracy Vitale
Asst. Superintendent (7-12): Dr. Matthew McKinley
Asst. Superintendent (K-6): Dr. Sean McCarty
Human Resources Director: Ms. Kyra Bobak
Analytics and Federal Programs Supervisor: Ms. Marie Palano
Special Ed. and Gifted Director: Mr. Gerald Miller
Special Ed. and Gifted Asst. Director: Mr. Cecil Crouch
Gifted Education and Student Services Supervisor: Mr. Jeffrey Roberts



Welcome!
School Board appoints Leslie Bredl  
to board seat 
On July 17, members of the Seneca Valley School Board  
approved the appointment of Ms. Leslie Bredl to serve Region 1, 
Cranberry East 1 & 2 on the School Board; a position left open 
when Ms. Jeanette Lahm recently relocated to another area of  
the Commonwealth.

Ms. Bredl, who is on the ballot for the seat in the November 
General Election, is a long-time resident in the District and brings with her a wealth of  
experience both in and outside of the classroom.

Join us in getting to know this newest board representative with the following Q & A.

Q. Tell us a little about yourself, including information on your family, hobbies and personal interests: 
A. I have been married to Mike, my college sweetheart for almost 30 years.  Together we have three children and reside in Cranberry Township.  
Hannah (25) is a 2011 graduate of SV and a 2015 graduate of Villanova University. She currently lives in Manhattan. Zach (22) graduated from SV in 
2013 and the Johns Hopkins University this past May. For now, he shares his residency between home and Baltimore.  Max (16) is a junior at SV. What I 
cherish most is spending time with my family and friends. I also enjoy exercising, traveling, and cooking.

Q. How long have you lived in the area and how did you end up in the Seneca Valley School District area?  
A. I have lived in the SVSD for almost 19 years. Prior to our daughter entering kindergarten, we made the decision to move from a neighboring  
community. After exploring several surrounding districts, we selected SVSD because of its vibrant spirit and progressive instructional philosophy. 
Although SVSD is a large district, it reflected the warmth of a smaller school that nurtures and supports students with a curriculum compatible to their 
learning needs. It is a district where the administration and teachers are vested in the students and parental involvement is embraced. Not knowing 
what prospective educational track or extracurricular activities our children would eventually follow, we appreciated the varied yet rigorous academic 
curriculum, the many competitive athletic teams, and the diversity of the performing arts and activities offered by SVSD.

Q. Tell us more about your own education and current occupation:
A. I have a Bachelor of Science degree in Management Engineering from Grove City College and a MBA from the University of Pittsburgh. I am a  
current employee of Westinghouse Electric Company and for 20 non-continuous years of employment I have held various positions in marketing,  
business development, and project management. During my gap away from Westinghouse I was employed by Eaton Corporation for two years, a stay at 
home mom for almost nine years,  and a SVSD substitute teacher for one year. My professional positions have all required the ability to multi-task, meet 
commitments, build relationships, and logically support decisions based on financial prudence. These same attributes are equally exhibited by me when 
volunteering.

Q. Community service is clearly important to you. When it came to volunteering, what made you choose to run for the school board at Seneca 
Valley? 
A. After volunteering for a host of organizations within the various SV schools and outside athletic clubs, I knew I wanted to do more and give back 
through public service to the SVSD. The SVSD has provided my family with a very positive experience so the consideration to run for this important 
position seemed like a logical progression. Likewise, I believe we cannot expect our children to embrace volunteerism unless as parents we demonstrate 
active participation. 
Q. What are you looking forward to the most as a board member? 
A. I am very excited to be extending my civic service to the SV School Board and I am committed to continuing the positive evolution and recognition 
of our school district yet at the same time giving consideration to fiscal responsibility. I look forward to partnering with the board members,  
superintendent, administration, faculty, students, and community to continue the progressive effort that has preceded my appointment.

- 5 -

SV policy change to shine light on quality
Class rank no longer reported
In June, members of the Seneca Valley School Board unanimously  
approved a policy change that will remove the reporting of class rank.

Beginning in 2017-18, class rank for freshmen through seniors will be 
kept internally but will no longer be disclosed to students or the public.

Seneca Valley will establish a valedictorian and salutatorian after the 
third nine week grading period for graduation ceremony purposes, and 
honor rolls based on QPA will also still be calculated. Otherwise,  
students will not be able to request a class rank fromthe counseling 
office.

While the change may seem quite different than what has been the 
norm, moving to a system without class rank is something many schools 
in the area have already moved to, including Fox Chapel Area, Hampton 
Township, Mt. Lebanon, North Allegheny and Upper St. Clair, just to 
name a few.

“We want students to focus on learning and the academic challenges that 
are taking place within the courses they take,” said Dr. Matt McKinley, 
assistant superintendent for 7-12 Instruction. “Removing class
rank we believe will help take some of the pressure off of those students 
who tend to become more focused on the rankings.”

Also beginning with the Class of 2018, the valedictorian and salutatorian 
will need to be enrolled in the Seneca Valley School District for a  
minimum of three out of the four high school years. Additionally,
a chosen career cluster will no longer be printed on transcripts.

According to Dr. McKinley, students will still be expected to choose a 
career cluster during course registration as it helps establish a focal point 
in their interest of study. However, by eliminating the printed transcript 
career declaration, Dr. McKinley believes students will be encouraged to 
“try a more varied number of subjects so they can determine which
direction they would like to go.”



Culture to  
culture
The United States Department of  
State is pleased to honor Seneca  
Valley High School for support of the 
2016 German-American Partnership 
Program (GAPP), ongoing  
commitment to citizen diplomacy,  
and fostering international  
understanding through youth  
exchange programs. 

“On behalf of the U.S. Department 
of State, I want to thank you for your 
school’s commitment to international 
exchange and building mutual  
understanding between the people 
of the United States and the Federal 
Republic of Germany,” said Elizabeth 
Latham, Program Officer for the 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs.  

Ms. Latham went on to explain  
Seneca Valley High School’s  
participation in GAPP demonstrates 
the school’s commitment to cultural 
exchange and the academic  
enrichment of its students. 

Please visit https://exchanges.state.
gov/ for more information.

It’s a celebration!
Rowan Elementary School held a Sidewalk  
Celebration on Aug. 25, welcoming the addition of 
several concrete biking and walking paths.
 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tracy Vitale, Rowan 
Elementary Principal Nannette Farmar, along with 
other SV administrators, local families and  
Cranberry Township supervisors, walked along 

the new sidewalks that lead from Fox Run Road to 
Rowan Elementary School. 

The new sidewalks were constructed this summer 
along Rowan Road to provide a safe and continuous 
path between Rowan Elementary School, local  
daycares and the Fox Run neighborhood. 

For more, watch WTAE’s report here.
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A helping hand
A dozen volunteers helped to 
spread 30 yards of mulch on the 
Evan City Schools Nature Trail on 
Aug. 26. This large job was made 
easier by Turner Tractor on Route 
68 in Evans City for donating a 
Bobcat and equipment operator. 
“The donation of their time and 
equipment was much appreciated. 
This is a huge job that was  
completed because of their hard 
work,” stated Tammy Tappe, Evans 
City School PTO President. The 
students and staff at Evans City 
Schools will be able to enjoy the 
Nature Trail and outdoor  
classroom learning environment 
for the upcoming 2017-18 school 
year.

Fundraiser scores for 
special education
Senior Hannah White and her volleyball teammates held 
a sand volleyball tournament fundraiser last month, as 
part of her graduation project. The event raised $1,100 for 
the Seneca Valley Foundation, earmarked for the Seneca 
Valley Special Education Department.

#SVSummer17
A look at some of the things that went on at SV over the summer 

Trip of a lifetime
Seneca Valley students and several teachers recently 
returned from a trip of a lifetime that included stops 
in New Zealand and Australia. The group, which 
included six SV students and several others from 
neighboring school districts, were able to snorkel in 
the Great Barrier Reef, tour the Sydney Opera House, 

explore a geothermal environment, meet Maori  
People and Aboriginal Australians, and even surf on 
the famous Bondi Beach. Many thanks to teachers  
Rebecca Finch and Natalie Green for coordinating 
and leading students through this two-week  
adventure! 

https://exchanges.state.gov/
https://exchanges.state.gov/
http://www.wtae.com/article/new-sidewalks-helping-students-get-to-school/12092915


WPXI Skylights 2017 
Each July, to kick off the start of the fall season, WPXI hosts their annual “Skylights Media Day” 
and this summer our cheerleaders and senior football players represented the District in fine  
fashion. Players and coaches are interviewed; student-athletes have the opportunity to engage with 
their competitors in a relaxing and fun atmosphere; and cheerleaders raise the spirit of the event all 
in anticipation of that first Friday night football game.

The games have begun 
The official start date for most fall sports is Friday, Sept. 1 but for a few – boys & girls golf and girls tennis – the season is well underway.  At the time 
of this writing, boys golf opened the season with three consecutive victories beating Shaler (185-221), North Allegheny (179-197) and North Hills 
(181-226). In scoring 179 against North Allegheny, the Raiders tied a school record for team scoring. Girls golf has started out winning two of their 
first three matches with wins against Oakland Catholic (193-218) and Blackhawk (190-204) while falling to Mars (193-183). And finally, girls tennis 
has split its opening two matches with a tough 3-2 loss to Oakland Catholic and a great 3-2 win over Hampton. Sneha Padamati came from behind 
in the 2nd and 3rd sets to win the match and clinch the win for the Raiders.

For the weekend of Sept. 1-2, varsity football will travel to Peters Township for a 7:30 p.m. Friday match-up and JV football will host the Indians on 
Saturday at 10 a.m. Boys varsity soccer gets their season going with the 21st Annual Intersection Kick Off Tournament that will be held on campus 
at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. On Saturday, JV boys soccer will compete in the Kick Off Tournament along with the varsity team. Girls soccer travels to Kiski 
area on Saturday for their first match while girls volleyball will host Oakland Catholic to open the season. And one week later the boys & girls cross 
country teams will open their 2017 campaign at the Red, White & Blue Invite at Schenley Park. We wish all Raider teams good luck and  
anticipate another successful fall season in front of us.

Tennis court project complete 
While many enjoyed a quiet few months of relaxation during the summer break, our buildings and grounds work 
was in full swing. For Raider Athletics we saw the completition of the newly constructed tennis court project just in 
time for the start of the fall season on Aug. 14. In addition to the tennis court refurbishment project, our press box 
in Nex Tier stadium got a make-over and all indoor gym courts were refinished. Needless to say, it was a very busy 
summer for work around our athletic facilities and we thank Director of Buildings and Grounds Bob Cook,  
Assistant Director Jack McDermott, and the entire crew for their tireless efforts.

Myers Law Group, SV begin new partnership 
Seneca Valley School District’s soccer/lacrosse field on the Seneca 
Valley Secondary Campus in Jackson Township will now be known 
as Myers Law Group Stadium.

The District partnered with Jeff Myers, a Seneca Valley parent and 
local business owner, to create an agreement that spans ten years and 
$50,000.

“The partnership between Myers Law Group and Raider Athletics 
is a representation of how our community values the role athletics play in the 
educational experience of our students,” stated Heather Lewis, Seneca Valley 
School District Athletics and Activities Director. “I am grateful for the  
partnership with Myers Law Group and thank them for their generosity - it is 
truly a reflection of how special the Seneca Valley community really is.”

All proceeds from this agreement - and all Raider Athletics Partnerships -  
are invested directly back into the athletics program.

“Soccer has meant so much to our family that we wanted to include our  
entrepreneurial business,” said Mr. Myers, “but also then support the 
community and give something back. Additionally, we want to continue 
to build the brand of Myers Law Group with the quality of the Seneca 
Valley School District.”

“We’ve had all three of our sons (Jared, SV Class of 2014; Austin, junior; 
and Ethan, seventh grader) go through Seneca Valley soccer,” said  
Wendy Myers, a Seneca Valley parent and wife of Jeff Myers. “We are  
very involved, have been involved and will be involved [with the  
District] for many years to come!”

Special event dates for 
Raider Athletics 
Special event dates for the fall season 
include:

 • Sept. 8: Veteran Recognition   
  Night Football game   
  vs. Pine-Richland.  

 • Sept. 15: Hall of Fame & Youth   
  Night Football game vs. Butler.

 • Sept. 16: Raider Athletics Hall of  
  Fame Induction Ceremony. 

 • Oct. 5: Homecoming  
  Week – Annual Carnival at  
  NexTier Stadium.

 • Oct. 6: Homecoming Football   
  Game vs. Bethel Park.

 • Oct. 13: Senior Night & Pink   
  Out Football game vs. North   
  Allegheny.

Raider Athletics
AUGUST 2017
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SVF Golf Classic raises over $15,000
Seneca Valley Foundation’s (SVF) Gift of Hope Golf Classic was met with sunny skies and charitable attendees during their annual outing held Aug. 10 
at Cranberry Highlands Golf Course.

SVF was able to net more than $15,000 to assist with the organization’s educational goals.

Approximately 80 golfers representing vendors, foundation trustees, the school board, booster groups, parents, and the administrative staff, attended the 
event now in its fifth year.

Organizers would like to thank ComDoc for serving as the Gold Sponsor for the day.

Additionally, we would like to thank the following Silver Sponsors:
 • Cannon Design
 • Edgenuity
 • Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
 • NexTier Bank
 • Stantec

The Seneca Valley Foundation is a private, 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation dedicated to encouraging excellence and innovation in the Seneca Valley 
Schools. The Foundation strives for this by seeking donations and patrons to facilitate the development of new capital projects, programs and  
scholarships, and is proud to say we have provided Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) mini-grants to assist students with  
high-intensity projects as part of the annual STEM Science Fair. The Foundation has also served as the sponsor of the Seneca Valley Intermediate High 
School Genetics Laboratory and the Seneca Valley Engineering and Industrial Technology Club. On the elementary side, SVF has approved the  
donation of funds for our K-6 schools so they may purchase literacy materials for the classroom. Board members consist of stakeholders from local  
business leaders, community leaders and school leaders. As a non-profit organization, the Foundation is also utilized as a vehicle by which memorial  
and other charitable donations may be made to the Seneca Valley School District.

To learn more or donate, visit www.svsd.net/SVFoundation

Photo credit: Bill Paterson

https://www.svsd.net/SVFoundation
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10 documentaries to watch with your family
Documentaries can so beautifully grip one’s heart while bringing awareness to a great variety of topics. See below 
for the ten best documentaries to watch with your family. 

Best for any age: 

Spellbound chronicles the experiences of eight kids as they progress through the 1999 Scripps National Spelling Bee. 

First Position looks inside the determined and focused world of youth ballet. This documentary follows six dancers 
as they compete in the 2011 American Grand Prix, an annual competition for dancers aged 9 to 19. 

That Sugar Film is a documentary in which Filmmaker Damon Gameau takes us along for the ride as he goes from 
a diet of no sugar to one with sugar. 

Batkid Begins is a true heart warmer. This documentary invites you along with the Make-A-Wish foundation as 
they turn San Francisco into Gotham City for five-year-old cancer survivor Miles Scott so he can save the day as 
Batkid. 

My Kid Could Paint That introduces us to Marla Olmstead, a four-year-old who paints incredible paintings—but is 
she truly doing it alone?

Best for teens and older: 

Mai’s America follows the experiences of a Vietnamese teenager from the bustling city of Hanoi as she spends her 
senior year in rural Mississippi. 

Devil’s Playground offers a unique glimpse into the lives of Amish teenagers as they embark on the coming-of-age 
ritual of Rumspringa. Teens have the option to party at age 16 and then decide if they want to stay in their Amish 
culture or not. 

Ivory Tower investigates the cost and value of higher education. I really think this is an excellent film for those who 
are finishing high school or in college now. 

Street Fight follows Corey Booker and 16-year incumbent Sharpe James during their 2002 New Jersey mayoral 
campaign.

Colleges are 
watching, 
what do your 
kids post?
Recently Harvard rescinded the 
acceptances of ten incoming 
freshmen for posting racist, 
sexually offensive material in 
a Facebook messaging group 
titled “Harvard memes for horny 
bourgeois teens.” As intense as 
the consequence may seem, this 
is an important reminder that 
nothing on the web is private, 
even private chat groups. 

A person is responsible for what 
they post, a lesson our kids and 
teens might not always appreciate. 
According to a 2015 survey by 
the Pew Research Center, 88 
percent of teens surveyed believe 
that people share too much 
information about themselves  
on social media.

The action taken by Harvard is a 
great way to remind your teens 
about what they choose to post 
on social media.

Talk to your children about posts 
and privacy. Below are some 
questions for discussion.

 • What are the pros and cons  
  of more private groups with 
  in social media platforms,  
  like private chats and   
  Finstagram accounts?

 • Have you seen friends over 
  share or stir up drama?

 • What do you think is  
  appropriate and inappropriate  
  to post online?

 • What are your thoughts   
  about Harvard’s decision?

Social media – helping or harming your  
mental health
In May 2017, a survey by the Royal Society for Public Health in England revealed that three of the four most 
popular social media platforms/apps had a net negative effect on the mental well-being of young people. Surveying 
nearly 1,500 teenagers and young adults aged 14 to 24 from February through May of 2017, the survey asked about 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, and Snapchat.

Some questions were on negative experiences and feelings, such as anxiety and depression when using the apps. 
Other questions were about positive experiences—such as getting emotional support on these sites and the ability 
for self-expression. Nearly seven in ten teens reported receiving support on social media during challenging times. 

For all of the sites, other than Facebook, the platforms were found to have more of a negative effect on mental 
well-being than a positive effect. Instagram was the worst—showing that it brings up a lot of feelings of anxiety, 
depression, loneliness, as well as problems with body image and sleep.

The survey’s authors have called on the social media companies to make changes to help curb these feelings of envy 
and inadequacy that result in anxiety and depression. Here are a few of those suggestions and how people in the 
survey thought about these ideas.
 1. In-app features that indicate when a picture has been digitally manipulated or edited (68 percent surveyed   
  agreed with this recommendation—remember these are 14- to 24- year- olds agreeing)
 2. The inclusion of pop-up messages that tell a person when they are on an app excessively long (71 percent agreed  
  with this)
 3. Social media apps should use algorithms to identify people that may be suffering from mental health problems  
  and then discreetly send them info about getting help (80 percent agreed with this)

Tips & Info.
According to a 2016 survey from Statistics Brain, 71 percent of teen girls and 67 percent of teen guys say they have 
sent or posted sexually suggestive content to a boy or girlfriend.

It is imperative that parents try to have conversations with their sons and daughters about the pressures, internal 
and external, of looking “hot” and sending “hot” photos.

Start a conversation with your children about pictures and social media.
 • Which celebrities show the most revealing photos these days? 
 • Have you heard of girls being pressured into sending sexy photos?
 • What are some reasons guys may be pressuring girls to send them photos?
 • Should health classes discuss these issues or should they just be for home discussion?

Information provided by Screenagers.  
For more, click here.

http://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=50c0a76ed4&e=f4b3d95883
http://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=50c0a76ed4&e=f4b3d95883
http://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=5cb3a1e9dd&e=f4b3d95883
http://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=8511c58aaa&e=f4b3d95883
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/tech-talk-tuesdays?mc_cid=79b1798ecc&mc_eid=f4b3d95883&utm_source=Screenagers+Movie+Signup+Form&utm_campaign=c03517c2a6-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_13&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c7ed3f4d8d-c03517c2a6-159819769&mc_cid=c03517c2a6&mc_eid=f4b3d95883
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QA walk down memory lane
Members of the Evans City High School Class of ‘55 recently joined 
Evans City at the school for a walk down memory lane. We thank them 
for joining us and wish them many more years of happy reunions!

Seneca Valley 2012 graduate 
Conner Gillooly debuted on 
Broadway this month! He is a cast 
member in in the musical “School 
of Rock.” We asked him to catch 
us up on what he is doing today 
and how Seneca Valley influenced 
his life and career.

Q: Catch us up. Tell us what you’re doing today:
A: After high school at good ol’ SV, I didn’t end up too far from home. I went to college in downtown Pittsburgh  
at Point Park University’s Conservatory of Performing Arts. During my four years there I studied acting and  
performance technique. Through college, I worked as an acting teacher for Jeter Backyard Theater in Mars township. 
I graduated with a BA in Theater Arts. 

My final year, I was cast in the Conservatory’s Senior Showcase. We spent the final semester crafting a half hour 
show full of individual 1-2 minute performance pieces, and at the end of the year we would take a trip to New York 
City to perform the show for a bunch of folks in the biz (casting directors, agents, etc.). 

Luckily enough, I was able to land an agent who wanted to sign with me immediately. Suddenly I realized I was  
going to have to move to New York City! However I wouldn’t be moving right away. The SV musical Director, 
Stephen Santa, was putting a show together that he wanted to take to The Fringe Festival in Edinburgh. He asked if I 
wanted to or a part of it, and I emphatically replied, “Abso-freaking-lutely.” 

So the month of August 2016 I was in Edinburgh, Scotland. Undoubtedly it was one of the most compelling and 
inspiring months of my life. 

I moved to New York City the following October. I landed a job as a nanny during the afternoons (thank you Jeter 
Backyard Theater). This worked out quite well because it allowed me to go out in the morning for auditions, and 
then work in the afternoon/evening. My agent would send me out on appointments for TV, musicals, plays, and 
Commercial gigs. For nine months I spent my time auditioning, working, and auditioning some more. 

Throughout this whole period I wasn’t getting much response, none at all actually. It wasn’t until my agent hooked 
me up with an audition for the lead in the national tour of School of Rock the musical that I got my first New York 
callback. 

I had two callbacks, my second and final was in front of the entire creative team, including Andrew Lloyd Webber. 
That was something. Then after a long Fourth of July weekend, I got a call from my agent that told me I hadn’t 
booked the national tour, but that they want me to join the Broadway cast, and rehearsals started the following day. 

Since then I’ve been at the theater nearly every day understudying the role of Dewey Finn, in addition to working in the adult ensemble. To say that this is a 
dream come true is a gross understatement. Monday I had my first official Broadway performance, audience and all. I’m scheduled to go on in the ensemble 
every night from now on, in addition to being ready to go on as the lead if need be. It’s been an incredible journey thus far. 

Q: Please share with us some information about your family.
A: I have one older sister, Margaret, who also is a Seneca Valley alum (class of ‘09. People called her MJ back in that day). She played volleyball at SV and 
continued her volleyball career at Point Park University (with me!) studying marketing. She now works downtown for PNC. She’s the single greatest person 
on the planet, and a much stronger singer than me. 

Q: What might (someone) be surprised to know about you?
A: I have a strong passion for film editing. Whenever I get the chance, I try to edit as much as possible. Skits, music videos, all that jazz. The concept of  
taking a bunch of shots and sounds, gathering the raw materials, and then meticulously putting them all together, felt truly rewarding to me. I certainly 
have Mr. Dan McKosky and Mrs. Jan Plutnicki to thank for that. Through their production classes, I was finally able to understand how the multiple aspects 
of visual entertainment work. Up until that point I solely wanted to be an actor, but through those courses, I found another passion behind the camera.

I also mismatch my socks. The sensation of wearing two different socks never really bothered me, so now I just wear mismatched socks on purpose.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
A: If it weren’t for the choir program at Seneca, I can honestly say I would be a different person. Up until then, I had a hard time reaching out to make real 
friendships. I still have trouble with that today, but back then I could get, or at least I felt, really shy. Through chorus from seventh to senior year, I was able 
to build and nurture deep relationships that I still treasure to this day. Not only that, but Mrs. Toni Keefer, Mrs. Bobi-Jean Alexander, Mrs. Claire Barker, 
and Mr. Aaron Magill helped me to develop my voice and technique. Without their vast array of help, I wouldn’t have developed the skills that got me 
accepted into the Point Park Conservatory. 

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: The options. There is a place for everyone, and it all hinges on the interests of the student. No matter what you’re naturally drawn to, Seneca provides the 
proper institutions to outlet your thoughts, feelings, strengths, weaknesses, and creativity. 

It’s easy to feel isolated in a big school, but the only way to change that is to go after your interests. I promise, after that first step, you’ll find a friendly group 
of people with open arms ready to embrace your every idea. It’s everything a student needs to prepare them for the big world out there.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?  
A: I couldn’t possibly pick one. There are so many teachers who are responsible for who I am today. It’s got to be a tie between Mrs. Amber Hugus and  
Mr. McKosky. One of the greatest gifts they gave me was comfortability. They made me feel safe and encouraged my creativity. I have a lot to thank them for, 
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but I couldn’t be more grateful to call them 
my dear friends to this day.

Q: What is one of your favorite memories 
from your time at Seneca Valley? 
A: Nothing beats the yearly musical. From 
freshman year to senior year, each show was 
an absolute joy to work on. The entirety of 
the staff was courteous and attentive to the 
students while simultaneously treating them 
as equals. I remember thinking, “Wow, I bet 
this is what it’s like on the professional stages.” 
Sitting here, writing this in my dressing room, 
waiting to go onstage, I can really appreciate 
how close they are to the real thing. For any 
student, regardless of your interests, it’s abso-
lutely worth the experience. 

Q: If you had one message for teachers or 
staff, what would it be?
A: Keep it up. I can only speak for myself as 
a student, but the biggest message I could 
send is to capture their curiosity. Keep them 
hungry. Change up the routine. Shake up the 
system. Let them know that learning starts 
with them. You can commit anything to 
memory. It is only when a student is driven by 
curiosity that their education becomes a part 
of their being. Of course that’s much easier 
said than done. What you do is so important, 
and I have infinite respect for your hard work. 
Keep it up.

Q: What do you wish other people knew 
about Seneca Valley?
A: Whatever it is that you think you know 
about Seneca Valley, there’s more to it. The 
teachers, courses, and opportunities are all 
more than meets the eye. The only way to 
truly know Seneca is to go there yourself. It 
was an experience that I continue to look back 
on fondly. Thank you Seneca Valley!

SV earns publications, media awards
Seneca Valley recently earned four awards in the  
National School Public Relations Association’s 
(NSPRA) 2017 Publications and Electronic Media 
Contest and two awards in the Pennsylvania 
School Public Relations Association’s (PenSPRA) 
“Excellence in Education Communications” 2016 
Contest.

Seneca Valley School District’s “Proud of the Past, 
Committed to the Future” Video won an Award of 
Excellence, which is the highest recognition from 
NSPRA. In the video contest, there were 268  
entries and SV was one of only four schools 
in their category to be nationally recognized. 
To watch the full video, visit: https://youtu.be/
itrc9kT_284.

In addition, the Seneca Valley communications  
department received an Award of Merit for the  
2015-16 Annual Report #SV50Years, an Award 
of Merit for Seneca Valley’s opening day speech 
titled “Live Your Passion,” and an Award of Merit 
for Seneca Valley’s “2016-17 Review” brochure.

There were 948 entries in this year’s contest. In the 
publications’ portion, there were 546 entries, 74  
received Awards of Excellence, 119 received 
Awards of Merit and 152 received Honorable 
Mention.

NSPRA’s Publications and Electronic Media 
Awards recognize outstanding education  
publications and marketing/informational 
materials (print and electronic), video/TV/radio 
programs, social media and websites.

In PenSPRA’s Contest, the Seneca Valley  
Communications Department received an Award 
of Honor for the 2016-17 SV Calendar “Seneca 
Valley Art,” and an Award of Honor for Seneca 
Valley’s “2016-17 Review” brochure.

The Pennsylvania School Public Relations  
Association (PenSPRA) was chartered in 1969 
and is an organization of school public relations 
professionals whose goal is to improve educational 
communication and support student achievement 
through systematic, proactive, and responsible 
public relations programs. PenSPRA sponsors an 
annual “Excellence In Education Communications” 
Contest. Entries are accepted in a number of  
categories to reflect the scope of work often  
undertaken by communications professionals.

Linda Andreassi, director of communications  
and Katie Huttinger, media support specialist,  
coordinate and develop publications for the  
Seneca Valley School District.
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